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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to investigate the effectiveness of using Canva application as a
learning media to enhance ninth-grade students’ writing skills in procedure texts
at junior high school. It adopted quasi-experimental approach using quantitative
research design. The main research instrument was written test including pre-test
and post-test. Data were analyzed by using t-test and the results showed significant
increase from average post-test score (95.00) compared to the average pre-test
score (74.00). The finding supported t-test analysis, whereas Sig. (2-tailed) value
of 0.000, below 0.05 significance level. From the result above, it was concluded that
the use of Canva application was very effective to improve students’ writing skills
in procedure texts. Canva application was proved as innovative and interactive tool
that facilitated teaching and learning process. It helped students overcome their
writing difficulties.
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Introduction

Writing always be an extremely crucial language skill, serving as a fundamental
foundation for communication and expressing ideas. In the context of education,
students' ability to organize their thoughts and pour them into neat and logical writing
as fundamental for achieving academic success. Writing required not only a good
understanding of grammar and vocabulary but also the ability to organize ideas
coherently and engagingly (Harmer, 2004). Writing is a complex and productive language
skill. According to Harmer (2004), writing be the ability to communicate ideas or
messages through written symbols. This skill is not only involving the mastery of
grammar and vocabulary but also the ability to compose thoughts logically and
coherently. In the context of English language learning, writing is considered one of the
four basic skills that students must master. This research focused on writing procedure
texts, which required the writer to present information step-by-step in a clear and

sequential manner.

Unfortunately, many students still struggle to master this skill, particularly in
composing procedure texts demand a systematic flow, a clear sequence, and precise
language. This problem appeared in SMPN 6 Kota Mojokerto, where students faced
obstacles in creating accurate and integrated procedure texts, often due to the lack of

variation in interesting and effective learning media.

A procedure text is a type of text designed to give instructions on how to do
something. Aebersold & Field (1997) defined this text as one that provides a step-by-step
guide. The social function of a procedure text helps readers achieve their goals by
following a structured series of instructions. The main characteristics of this text includes
the use of imperative verbs (e.g., add, mix, cut), the use of conjunctions of sequence (e.g.,
first, then, next), and the presentation of information in clear points or steps. It might be
useful and suitable to be applied for students as in beginner and pre intermediate in

writing.

In the digital era, visual learning media have become a highly effective tool for
motivating students and enhancing understanding. Canva is an easy-to-use online

graphic design platform that allows users to create various visual materials. The use of
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Canva in learning have become a trend, as shown by research by Lestari (2020) who
found that Canva can improve students' creativity in making posters. However, research
that specifically examines the effectiveness of Canva as a medium to improve writing
skills, especially in procedure texts, still be limited. Many studies focus on using Canva
for simple design tasks, not as a tool for developing narrative or structural capabilities in

writing.

Educators could adopt technologies like Canva in their teaching practices to
enhance students' learning outcomes (Creswell, 2012). Hadi, Izzah, and Paulia (2021)
found that the use of Canva in teaching writing significantly improved students’ writing
performance. Moreover, Fauziyah, Suci, and Laila (2021) explored pre-service teachers’
perceptions of using Canva in writing courses and reported positive feedback regarding
its effectiveness in facilitating the teaching of procedure texts. Canva allowed students to
produce visually appealing outputs, which made writing activities more engaging and
meaningful in a communicative context (Fauziyah, Suci, & Laila, 2021). The templates and
visual features provided by Canva helped students structure their procedure texts more
logically, thus enhancing the overall quality of their writing (Sari, Utari, & Arfiandhani,
2023). Nurmilah, Friatin, and Irianti (2023) also investigated teachers' perceptions of
Canva in teaching creative writing and concluded that Canva supported the writing
process by encouraging creativity and visual thinking. Therefore, this research presented
to directly and measurably test whether the use of Canva provided a significant
improvement in the writing skills of ninth-grade students in procedure texts at SMPN 6
Kota Mojokerto. This study was hoped to provide concrete evidence of Canva's excellence
as a modern learning medium and serve as inspiration for teachers to integrate

technology into their curriculum.

Method

This research applied quantitative approach with a quasi-experimental design.
This design was chosen to investigate the cause-and-effect relationship between two
variables: the use of the Canva application as the independent variable and students'
writing skills in procedure text as the dependent variable. The specific design was the

Pretest-Post-test Non-equivalent Group Design. This design involved two groups: an
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experimental group that receive treatment (learning using Canva) and a control group
that used conventional learning methods. Both groups were administered a pretest and
a post-test to measure the difference in learning outcomes. The population of this
research was all ninth-grade students at SMPN 6 Kota Mojokerto. From this population,
the research sample was selected using a purposive sampling technique, where the
researchers choose two classes with comparable characteristics to serve as the
experimental and control groups. Class IX-A was designated as the experimental group,
while Class IX-B was the control group, each consisting of 30 students. The research data
were collected using a primary instrument in the form of a test, which consisted of a
pretest and a post-test. Both tests were designed to measure the students' ability to write
procedure texts. The pretest was administered before the treatment begins to measure
the initial ability of both groups, while the post-test was given after the treatment is
completed to measure the effect of using Canva on the students' writing skills. The
quantitative data collected was analysed using statistical methods. The data analysis
steps included: (1) Descriptive Analysis: used descriptive statistics such as the mean,
median, and mode to describe the data from the pretest and post-test results of both
groups. (2) Normality Test: conducted a statistical test to ensure that the data is normally
distributed. (3) Homogeneity Test: tested the equality of variances of the two groups to

ensure they have comparable initial conditions.

Hypothesis Testing: used a t-test to compare the average post-test scores between
the experimental and control groups. The results of the t-test determined if there was a
statistically significant difference between the two groups, which proved the

effectiveness of the Canva application.
Findings

Data collection was conducted through a writing test (pre-test and post-test) with
30 ninth-grade students at SMPN 6 Mojokerto City. The results of the study showed an
increase in the average score from the pre-test to the post-test. The average pre-test score
was 74.4, which then increased to 81.2 in the post-test. A statistical analysis using a
paired sample t-test was also conducted to determine if this score increase was

statistically significant. Based on the statistical test results, there was a significant
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difference (t-calculated = 4.59 > t-table = 2.045). Based on the data findings, it is clear
that the use of the Canva application in learning to write procedure texts had a positive
impact on students' writing results. The increase in the average score from the pre-test
to the post-test shows that Canva can be an effective tool for improving writing skills,
especially in a digital learning environment. These findings were consistent with
previous research which shows that the integration of visual tools like Canva can increase
students’ engagement and creativity in writing. It also supports Mayer's (2009)
multimedia learning theory, which emphasizes the benefit of combining verbal and visual

elements to support learning (Hadji, [zzah & Paulia, 2021).
Discussion

The Canva application, with its visual and interactive features, assisted students
in generating ideas, organizing content, and improving text clarity. This supported
multimedia learning theory, which emphasized the benefits of combining verbal and
visual elements to support learning. However, it was important to interpret these results
in a broader context. Although the use of Canva showed a trend of increasing scores,
further research with a longer duration and a more varied sample is needed to

statistically confirm its effectiveness.

The integration of technology in education showed tremendous potential in
enhancing students' learning experiences and outcomes (Mayer, 2009). However, there
always be an interesting gap to fill: how visual design applications like Canva—known for
its interactive features—can be specifically applied to improve writing skills in procedure
texts. This approach offered an innovative alternative to traditional teaching methods
and have the great potential to change students' perspectives on the writing process. It
aligned with the principles of Communicative Language Teaching (CLT), which
emphasized the importance of meaningful communication and active student
participation in the learning process (Richards & Rodgers, 2001). A number of studies
have investigated the role of technology in writing instruction. Mariani (2023) was
intended to fulfil two objectives. First, this study was conducted to know the students’
activeness when the Class Concern Strategy and Canva were implemented in writing class

procedure text. The second one is to find out how high-Class Concern Strategy and Canva
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improved students' writing skills on procedure text in High School Education. The writer
conducted Classroom Action Research (CAR). The class was chosen as the subject
because it has the lowest score average among the classes. The result showed a good
improvement in students' activeness in procedure text writing class after the writer
implemented the Class Concern Strategy and Canva as Media. It was concluded that using
the Class Concern Strategy and Canva as Media could improve the students' activeness
and significantly improve their procedure text writing skills. Furthermore, Fadilah
(2023) proved the effectiveness of Canva application in improving students’ writing skill
in greeting card material. It was quasi-experimental. It found an improvement in using
the Canva application on students’ skills in writing greeting cards. The pre-test showed
that the average score is 55.51, which indicates the need to develop skills in writing
greeting cards. The post-test indicated an increase after being taught using the Canva
Application because the average students’ post-test was 67.58. It can be seen that the
class receives positive progress with a percentage increase of 21.7%. However, these
studies not have explored in-depth the potential of a visual application like Canva in
teaching specific text structures such as procedure texts. This research gap lied in the lack
of empirical evidence on how far Canva's design features, such as visual elements, layout,
and ease of collaboration, can directly influence the quality of students' writing in terms
of coherence, structure, and completeness. Therefore, this research aimed to fill this gap
by providing strong quantitative data on the effectiveness of the Canva application, which
would be a significant contribution to the literature on modern learning media in the

context of writing.

Conclusion

The main finding of this research indicated that the intervention using the Canva
application had a positive and significant impact on students' writing abilities. The
statistically significant increased between the pre-test and post-test results confirmed
that Canva served as an effective tool to facilitate the students' writing process. The
contribution of this study lied in demonstrating the practical application of an accessible
digital tool to enhance literacy skills in an educational context, providing valuable
insights for educators interested in integrating technology into their curriculum.

However, this research has some limitations, such as the relatively short duration of the
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intervention where most students already possessed a good level of writing skills before
the treatment. Consequently, the score improvement may have been limited due to the
students' high initial abilities. For future research, it is recommended to explore the long-
term impact of using Canva in writing or to investigate its effectiveness on different types

of texts or educational levels to gain a more comprehensive understanding.
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