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ABSTRACT

This research aims to explore the controversy in integrating Islamic values into
vocational education curriculum while balancing local identity and global
adaptation. Using qualitative methods, including interviews with educators and
students, this research revealed several main findings. First, educators face
significant difficulties in balancing Islamic values with the demands of global
competence. Second, Islamic values are seen as very relevant for providing a moral
foundation in vocational education. Finally, a holistic approach is needed that
involves all stakeholders to design a curriculum that is relevant and competitive.
The study concludes that although integrating Islamic values into vocational
education presents challenges, it is important for developing graduates who are
morally grounded and globally competitive.

Keywords: Curriculum integration, Islamic values, Global adaptation, Local
identity.

A. Introduction

Vocational education is a very important field of education to
prepare the younger generation to enter the world of work. In the era of
industrial revolution 4.0, education is required to follow developments in
technological progress (Purwanto, Hartono, and Wahyuni 2023).
Vocational Schools are vocational schools whose graduates will enter the
business world, the industrial world and the world of work (dudika)
which of course are required to follow technological developments in the

4.0 era. In order to prepare qualified human resources who are ready to
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compete in the digital era, education needs to adapt to the curriculum
used. Likewise, vocational education which is under the auspices of
Islamic boarding schools, has the same obligation, namely following
technological developments in the 4.0 era (Wardani 2022). At the
beginning of the development of education, Islamic boarding schools
were the center of religious education which had a concept of simplicity.
The long journey has changed many things in the education system in
highly adaptable Islamic boarding schools, which includes the demand to
adjust and adapt in the global world (Fuady 2020). Minhajut Thulab
Vocational School, as an institution under the auspices of the Minhajut
Thullab Banyuwangi Foundation, has the same ideals, namely preparing
qualified human resources who are ready to compete in the digital era.

The integration of the vocational education curriculum with Islamic
values in Indonesia is an interesting and often controversial topic. The
main point of this discussion is how to combine a strong local identity
with the need to adapt globally. On the one hand, there is a push to
maintain and teach Islamic values which have become part of local
cultural identity (Chuanchen and Zaini 2023). On the other hand, there is
a need to meet global standards in vocational education so that graduates
can compete in the international job market.

The main reason behind this integration is to create graduates who
not only have the technical skills needed in the era of globalization, but
also have strong character and ethics based on Islamic values.
Globalization brings rapid changes in the world of work and technology,
so students need to be prepared with relevant and up-to-date skills (Ama
and Emetarom 2020). However, without maintaining local and Islamic
values, there are concerns that the younger generation will lose identity
and morality which is important in life in the future (Lundeto 2023).

Several studies show that schools that try to integrate vocational
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curricula with Islamic values face several challenges. According to
interviews with several teachers and students, they found it difficult to
balance these two aspects (Hamami and Nuryana 2022). One of them
stated that the focus on increasing technical competence often leads to
neglect of Islamic values. In addition, other research shows that there is
resistance from some students and teachers who feel that excessive
emphasis on one aspect reduces the overall effectiveness of learning
(Sya'bani 2023).

Thus, it is important for us to understand that the integration of the
vocational education curriculum with Islamic values requires a more
holistic and structured approach (Lailiyah and Imami 2023). Clear
guidance and support from various parties is needed to ensure that these

two aspects

can be integrated in a balanced way. In this way, students will not
only be ready to face global challenges, but will also have strong character

based on Islamic values.

B. Method

The research method used in this study is a qualitative approach.
This was chosen because this approach is able to explore in depth the
phenomena that occur in the context of curriculum integration. (Creswell
2012) This approach allows researchers to understand complex social,
cultural and educational dynamics through direct interaction with
research subjects. Qualitative approaches are well suited to exploring
poorly understood social phenomena and to understanding research
participants' perspectives in depth. (Creswell 2012) In the context of this

research, a qualitative approach will help researchers to understand how
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the controversies that occur in the integration of vocational education
curricula are implemented, the challenges faced, and the opportunities
that can be exploited.

The type of research used in this study is a case study. Case studies
are chosen because they provide an opportunity to study a single case in
depth and detail, especially when the boundaries between phenomenon
and context are unclear (Yin 2018). In this research, Minhajut Thulab
Vocational School was used as the institution being analyzed. This
research focuses on the controversy that occurs in the process of
integrating the vocational education curriculum in the face of Islamic
values, and pays attention to the challenges and opportunities that arise.
This case study combines various data collection methods to provide a
comprehensive picture of the situation on the ground (Weyant 2022).

The data sources in this research consist of primary and secondary
data. Primary data was obtained through in-depth interviews with
teachers, students and principals at the vocational school which was the
object of research. Secondary data includes curriculum documents,
syllabi, learning modules and school reports that are relevant to the
research topic.

Data collection techniques used include in-depth interviews,
participant observation, and document analysis. In-depth interviews
were conducted to obtain direct views and experiences from participants.
Participatory observation is carried out to directly observe the
implementation of the curriculum in the field. Document analysis is used
to understand the curriculum framework and learning materials used.

To ensure the validity of the data, this research uses triangulation
techniques. Triangulation is carried out by combining various data
sources and data collection methods. In addition, member checking is

carried out by asking participants to review interview results and interim
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findings to ensure the accuracy of the researcher's interpretation (Bans-
Akutey and Tiimub 2021).

The data analysis technique used is thematic analysis. The data
analysis process begins with transcription of interview data, observations

and documents. Next, the researcher conducted

coding to identify the main themes that emerged from the data.
These themes were then analyzed in depth to understand patterns and
relationships between themes, and to answer research questions
(Campbell et al. 2021).

It is hoped that this research design can provide an in-depth
understanding of the controversy in the integration of the vocational
education curriculum and Islamic values at Minhajut Thulab Vocational
School and offer practical solutions to overcome the challenges faced in

the integration process.

C. Results And Discussion

The informants in this research consisted of Minhajut Thulab
Vocational School stakeholders such as the principal, teachers, parents
and students. From the results of interviews with informants, researchers
obtained various points of view regarding curriculum integration at
Minhajut Thullab Vocational School. Each informant has a position or
position code that is used for identification in research.

Difficulty Balancing Islamic Values and Global Competence

In efforts to integrate vocational education curricula and Islamic
values, some teachers face significant challenges in balancing the
demands of globalization with the need to maintain local and Islamic

values. TPm Productive Teacher, Asri Mas seenin, explained that
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increasing technical competency standards often ignores the importance

of Islamic values education. "Globalization

requires us to continue to raise the standards of students' technical
competency. However, I often feel that this focus ignores the importance
of Islamic values. We need more guidance on how to integrate these two
aspects in a balanced way," he said (GTPm-05).

Another teacher, Moh. Saifulloh, added that limited time and
resources were the main obstacles. "The biggest challenge is limited time
and resources. Students must prepare themselves for global standard
competencies, so that Islamic values lessons often do not receive enough
attention,” he explained (GTK]J-06). Apart from that, there are also
students who feel burdened by the double burden of global and local
demands. As stated by one of the students, Nabila Azka M, "Limitations of
time and ability force me to only focus on one aspect of global
competence and Islamic values"” (SW-09). Most students respond
positively to the integration of Islamic values, but there are also those
who find it difficult to achieve high global standards.

From the interview above, it shows that globalization encourages an
increase in students' technical competency standards in vocational
education. However, this strong focus on global standards often ignores
the importance of education in Islamic values. Clearer guidance is needed
to integrate these two aspects in a balanced manner. The challenges faced
include limited time and resources, which means that Islamic values
lessons do not receive enough attention. Students must prepare
themselves to meet global competency standards, which often makes it
difficult for educators to provide holistic education. (Sutrisna and Rozak
2023) Therefore, educators need innovative pedagogical strategies that

are able to insert Islamic values in technical lessons and ensure students
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get balanced education between technical and moral aspects.

Teacher training plays an important role in curriculum integration,
especially in effectively balancing Islamic values and global standards
(Amzat 2022). This training must include innovative teaching methods
and techniques to insert Islamic values into technical material effectively
(Adi 2020). Furthermore, an interdisciplinary approach needs to be
adopted, where Islamic and technical subjects are taught simultaneously.
(Abdullah and Multidisciplinary 2020) For example, in engineering
lessons, students are taught Islamic ethical principles relevant to
technical work (Amzat 2022). Group projects, can be designed to
emphasize the importance of cooperation, fair leadership, and social
responsibility. In this project, students can work together to achieve a
common goal, while at the same time practicing values such as honesty,
responsibility, and hard work (Mora et al. 2020). Other practical activities
may include simulating workplace situations where students must make
decisions based on Islamic ethical principles. In this way, students not
only learn about the theory of Islamic values but also see how these
values can be applied in real situations (Shofiyyah, Komarudin, and Ulum
2023). These practical activities help students internalize Islamic values
and understand their relevance in their future professional context

(Wineburg and Grossman 2000).

The Relevance of Islamic Values in Vocational Education

Islamic values have significant relevance in vocational education,
because they provide a strong moral foundation for students. Saiful
Bachri, a student at Minhajut Thulab Vocational School, explained that

Islamic values helped them maintain integrity and ethics in field practice
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activities. "Islamic values are very relevant because they help us maintain
integrity and ethics in street vendors. This is an important moral
foundation in the world of work," he said (SW-08).

At school, these values are applied in various daily activities, such as
class discussions, group projects, and extracurricular activities. Teachers
often remind students about the importance of honesty and
responsibility, as well as respecting time and working hard, all of which
are part of Islamic values. "Teachers often remind us about the
importance of honesty and responsibility. We are also taught to value
time and work hard, which are all part of Islamic values,"” he added (SW-
08). A concrete example of how these values help students in practical
activities is when they work on school projects. In the project, they are
encouraged to work together and help each other, teaching them the
importance of mutual cooperation and caring for others (GPAI-07). This
shows that Islamic values are not only relevant in a moral context, but
also in collaborative practices in the world of work.

This statement reflects consistent efforts to shape student character
based on Islamic principles. Honesty is taught as an important moral
foundation, where students are encouraged to always tell the truth and
act with integrity (Solihin, Hasanah, and Fajrussalam 2020).
Responsibility is also a key aspect, with an emphasis on students'
obligations to complete assignments and fulfill their commitments well.

Apart from that, respecting time and working hard is also an integral
part of education based on Islamic values (Moslimany, Otaibi, and Shaikh
2024). Valuing time teaches students to be disciplined and manage their
time effectively, which is an important skill in professional and personal
life. Working hard, on the other hand, underscores the importance of
maximum effort and dedication in achieving goals (Amin et al. 2021).

These values are not only relevant in the educational context, but also
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prepare students for challenges in the world of work and everyday life
(Wulandari 2020). This practice not only shapes students into individuals
with strong character, but also builds an ethical and productive learning
environment. The integration of Islamic values into teaching creates a
balance between academic education and moral formation, which is very

important in the current era of globalization (Fandir 2024).

The Need for a Holistic Approach in Curriculum Integration

The findings of this research indicate the need for a holistic approach
in the integration of vocational education curricula that considers local,
global aspects, Islamic values and labor market needs. Ali Maskuri
explained that a holistic approach is important because it allows us to
consider all relevant aspects in designing the curriculum. "A holistic

approach is important because it allows

us to consider all relevant aspects, including labor market needs,
local values, and global standards. This results in a more comprehensive
and relevant curriculum,” he said (WKR-02). "We involve all
stakeholders, including teachers, students and the community, in
designing the curriculum. We also carry out regular assessments to
ensure the curriculum remains relevant,” he added (WKR-02).

This approach is implemented in schools by involving all
stakeholders, including teachers, students, and communities, in the
curriculum design process. A holistic approach in the integration of
vocational education curricula that considers local, global aspects, Islamic
values, and labor market needs (Salamah 2016) . Apart from that, regular
assessments are also carried out to ensure the curriculum remains

relevant and in line with current developments. (Herawati and Supriyana
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Integrating labor market needs into the curriculum ensures that
students gain the skills and knowledge necessary to succeed in the world
of work. This includes technical skills, an understanding of industry
trends, and preparation to meet professional challenges. Meanwhile,
considering local values, such as Islamic values, helps students build a
strong moral foundation and maintain their cultural identity. (Suprayitno
and Moefad 2024) This is important to form individuals who are not only

technically competent but also moral and ethical.

D. Conclusion

This research reveals the main challenges in integrating Islamic
values with the vocational education curriculum, which include the
difficulty of balancing Islamic values and global competence, the
relevance of Islamic values in vocational education, and the need for a
holistic approach in curriculum integration. Educators face difficulties in
balancing the demands of globalization with the need to maintain local
and Islamic values. Lack of guidance and limited time and resources are
the main obstacles. Students also experience pressure from global and
local demands, requiring additional support.

Islamic values provide a strong moral foundation for students and
help them maintain integrity and ethics at work. These values are applied
in daily activities at school and proven relevant in collaborative practices
in the world of work. A holistic approach in vocational education
curriculum integration is important to consider all relevant aspects,
including labor market needs, local values, and global standards.
Involving all stakeholders in curriculum design and conducting regular

assessments can produce a comprehensive and relevant curriculum.
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In conclusion, although there are challenges in integrating Islamic
values with vocational education curricula, a holistic and collaborative
approach can help achieve the necessary balance. This will produce
graduates who are not only technically competent, but also have strong

character and are able to compete in the global job market.
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